WEST  DEAR  RURAL  DISTRICT  OOUjvglL . 

Council  Offices* 
Coleford,  Q-3.ce. 
December,  1947  • 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of 
the  West  Dean  Sural  District  Council* 

Mr*  Ciiairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

AUUUAL  REPORT  SOS  194b* 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  a  report  on  the  health 
conditions  in  West  Doan  Sural  District  for  the  year  1946*  It  is 
regretted  that  it  has  Leon  prepared  so  late  in  1947  but  the  delay  has 
"been  due  to  three  main  causes  -  the  death  of  your*  Medical  Officer, 

Dr*  E*  W»  Battle  in  March,  1947*  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
additional  Sanitary  Inspector  from  1*10*46  to  1*  5*47  a»d  to  the  very 
heavy  Burden  of  work  on  the  writer  duo  to  the  ‘building  licensing 
regulations  under  Defence  Regulation  5 6A*  With  the  Public  Health 
Department  now  at  full  strength,  a  now  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
commenced  on  the  1st  August,  1947  and  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
on  the  1st  May  -  the  Annual  Roport  for  1947  should  he  very  much  earlier 
in  1948  than  has  Boon  the  case  this  year* 

I  would  like  to  offer  my  sincere  respects  to  the  memory  of 
the  late  Dr*  E*  W*  Battle  and  to  pay  my  tribute  to  the  very  useful  work 
ho  p or formed  for  the  Rural  District  during  his  period  of  office,  almost 
eight  years*  Ho  was  constantly  accessible,  always  helpful,  and  it  was  a 
real  pleasure  to  work  with  him  in  public  health  matters*  He  will  bo  much 
missed  by  many  in  West  Dean. 


During  the  year  the  Housing  Survey  was  continued  and  by  the 
end  of  1946  more  than  67 $  of  the  4*000  houses  wore  inspected*  The  register 
of  tuberculous  persons  ,  a  summary  cf  which  is  shown  on  page  3  of  this 
report ,  v/as  very  definitely  linked  with  the  results  of  the  Survey,  for  in 
Lydbrook  where  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  is  heavy,  the  housing 
conditions,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  cottages  being  built  into  the 
bank,  arc  very  much  worse  than  any  other  comparable  village  in  West  Dean . 
The  attention  of  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  was  directed  to  this 
heavy  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  persons  in  poor  living  conditions 
and  the  resulting  Mass  Radiography  Campaign  which  was  held  in  Lydbrock  in 
September  1947  will  be  reported  on  in  detail  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1947  • 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total . 

\ 

Live  Births* 

Male 

148 

17 

165 

Eemalc . 

138 

11 

149 

1X4 

Still  Births* 

Male 

3 

3 

Eomalo . 

*  6  ' 

- 

6 

1 

Deaths  of  infants  under) 

Malo  • 

10 

1 

11 

one  year  of  age.  ) 

Eomalo . 

6 

1 

7 

18 

Deaths •  Male  120 

Pom ale  126 

246 

■  ■>  fcw  1 

Excess  of  live  births  over 

deaths 

68 

Birth  Rate  17*9 

Death  Rato  13*7 


/ 


* 


1 


(The  "birth  rate  is  again  lov'or  than  in  1944  and  1945  and  the  death 
rate  higher •  The  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  population  is  17*850) 

The  figures  which  correspond  in  England  and  Talcs  arc  !- 
(  ost  Doan  figures  first; 


Birth  Etit  o  • 

17-5  : 

19*1 

Death  Rato* 

13-7  * 

11 -5 

Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

Male  * 

Female* 

Total  1945  Total  * 

Tuberculosis  * 

8 

12 

20 

15 

Cancer  * 

13 

18 

31 

25 

Heart  Disease* 

• 

32 

38 

70 

68 

Pneumonia 

5 

4 

9 

13 

Nephritis  * 

9 

3 

12 

12 

Violent  &  Other  Causes  * 

5 

6 

11 

10 

Bronchitis  &  Other 

8 

7 

15 

17 

t 

Re  sp  i rat  o  r  y  Cau s c s * 

Inf luonsa * 

4 

7 

11 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Over 

o 

i 

H1 

1-2  2-5  5- 

•10 

10-15  15-25  25-35 

35-50 

50 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever* 

4 

8 

7 

1 

20 

Diphtheria • 

l 

2 

3 

Whooping  Gough.  V 

4  33 

24 

3 

1 

72 

Measles  * 

4 

4 

8 

Pneumonia.  3 

3 

4 

2 

4  7 

4 

8 

35 

Cerobro  3pir.al  Fever* 

Nil 

Erysipelas  * 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

« 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  3 

3 

13 

4  45 

4° 

12 

7  6 

6 

9 

144 

niPHTHERLt  BMJNISATION* 

0-5 

5-15 

Total  * 

Immunised  during  year 

166 

33 

199 

Estimated  Child  Population* 

1560 

2880 

4440 

Percentage  of  population 
under  15  now  immunised. 

43# 

95$ 

There  wore  only  throe 

cases  cf  diphtheria  in  West  Dean  and 

two  cf  those  were  in  adults* 
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The  numbe r  of  casco  of  diphtheria  in  West  Dean  each  year  has 
shewn  a  continual  decline  since  the  start  of  the  lmi.-wmier.tion 
campaign,  and  this  trend  is  still  maintained. 

The  proportion  of  children  under  five  who  have  he  on  inaxnmiood 
continues  to  he  rather  ley* 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  relative 
position  of  this  disease  at  the  end  of  1945  and  at  the  end  of 
1946. 

Totals . 


N.P. 

1945*  1946 


P. 

1945  1946 


Unstated. 
1945.  1946 


1945.  1946. 


Male 

Female 


45 

34 

79 


49 

38 

87 


65 

48 


84 

46 


110 

83 


133 

84 


113  130 


193  217 


The  attention  of  the  West  Dean  Rural  District  Council 
was  directed  to  the  heavy  percentage  increase  over  1945  figures 
(21$  in  males  and  2/c  in  females  ~  a  total  increase  of  13$)  at  the 
January  Council  Mooting  ,  19475  particular  note  was  made  of  the  heavy 
increase  in  the  Lydbrook  Parish  as  shewn  in  the  appended  table i- 


Est  •  Pop . 

M. 

Jj  • 

Total . 

1946 

Oases,  per 

1945 

1000  pu 

Coleford. 

2900 

15 

9 

24 

8 

8 ‘62 

Eng.  Bicknor 

.  500 

6 

4 

10 

20 

10*00 

Lydbrook. 

2500 

33 

20 

53 

21*2 

16*00 

Rowland . 

1000 

6 

2 

8 

8 

8*oo 

Staunton. 

250 

1 

- 

1 

4 

0 

0 

vt 

West  Dean. 

10850 

72 

49 

i 

121 

11 

10*41 

18000 

133 

84 

217 

12*05 

10*72 

SCABIES  AMD 

IMPETIGO . 

1 

Thore 


was  no  case  requiring  removal  to  Tredington 


Pear  Tewkesbury  during  the  year.  The  return  of  the  evacuated  population 
is  thought  to  be  the  likely  cause  for  the  reduction  of  this  disease, 
for  most  of  the  cases  removed  in  previous  years  were  evaluated  children, 
particularly  one  family. 


WATER.  * 

The  Public  Water  Supply  to  the  Rural  District  covers  the  whole 
area,  every  village  and  hamlet  is  served  by  water  mains. 


1.  The  year  1948  was,  in  the  Forest  of  Dean,  the  wettest  and  dullest 
recorded  for  40  years*  The  amount  of  water  available  for  the  water 
undertaking  was  considerably  greater  as  a.  result  of  the  heavy 
rainfall  and  lack  of  sunshine. 

The  quality  of  the  water  during  the  whole  period  was  of 
standard  purity.  Regular  reports  of  water  sample  teste  were 
given  by  the  County  Analyst  •  The  water  supply  is  obtained 
from  a  deep  well  and  borehole  driven  into  the  middle  Old  Rod 
Sandstone*  Supplementary  water  supplies  are  obtained  from 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30260218 
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springs  in  the  gathering  ground  around  tho  well*  Those  oro  collected 

and  used  to  augment  the  supply  as  roquirod* 

2 •  The  water  of  tho  pipe  supply  is  periodically  examined’ 

bactoriologically  in  its  raw  state  from  the  well  and"  springs, 
and  after  sterilisation  to  ensure  that  tho  dosage  of  chlorine 
is  effectively  maintained.  In  addition,  occasional  chemical 
analyses  of  the  water  arc  obtained  to  detect  any  variation  in 
the  condition.  The  water  issues  in  forest  woodland  from  soft 
sandstone  and  limestone  formations » 

3.  Tho  waters  arc  not  liable  to  a  plumbo  -  solvent  action  in 
lead  pipes  * 

4.  The  spring  sources  are  surrounded  by  a  protective  fence  and 
each  individual  source  is  enclosed  by  a  chamber  and  the  water 
conveyed  by  iron  pipes  to  a  large  collecting  reservoir  for 
distribution. 

5*  The  estimated  proportion  of  dwelling  houses  served  by  tho  public 
water  supply  is  7 2$  and  the  .proportion  of  tho  population 
supplied  from  the  water  mains!- 


a.  Direct  to  houses* 

b.  By  means  of  stand  pipes* 


69 % 


A 


PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 

Pour  samples  of  private  wells  were  taken  during  the 
year  and  each  one  of  then  showed  the  water  to  bo  unfit  for  drinking 
without  treatment.  In  all  cases  the  users  of  the  well  were  warned 
and  whore  practicable  it  was  arranged  for  a  main  supply  to  be  made 
aval lable  * 


RPPUSS  COLLECTION . 

During  1946  the  Council  purchased  two  Dennis  12 
cubic  yard  refuse  collection  vehicles  and  disposed  of  the  two 
lorries  which  had  given  eight  years  good  service.  The  Council 
continues to  collect  each  week  from  more  than  9 0$  of  tho  properties 
in  the  area  and  refuse  and  salvage  are  collected  at  the  seme  time* 

The  value  of  salvage  sold  during  tho  year  amounted 
to  £321.10.11;  tho  vast  majority  of  this  was  from  the  sale  of  baled 
paper. 

Refuse  is  disposed  on  a  somi-controlled  system  in 
throe  typos  of  sites! 

1.  Disused  pit  shafts. 

2 .  Di  sus  od  quarri  e  s . 

3.  Levelling  of  natural  depressions. 

Each  site  was  kept  under  close  review  and  tho  condition 
of  the  tips  was  reasonably  good  throughout  the-  year.  The  Council  lias 
a  five  year  contract  with  tho  Gloucester  County  Council  for  treatment 
of  its  tips  for  rat  infestation  and,  in  consequence,  no  tip  was 
seriously  infested  with  rats  during  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE . 

The  main  drainage  scheme  for  Coleford  .and  District 
was  not  commenced  during  the  year  1946  but  much  preliminary  work 
was  done  to  get  the  scheme  capable  of  being  started  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  condition  of  the  streams  and  culverts  in  and  around 
Coleford  continues  to  be  deplorable  but  nothing,  except  the  main 
drainage  scheme,  can  bo  done  to  improve  matters • 

A  small  number  of  private  septic  tanks  were  agreed 

to  and  built  daring  the  year. 
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DAISIES  AM?  COWSHEDS. 

The  standard  of  milk  production  continued  at 
fairly  good  level  of  cleanliness  and  the  36  reports  on  samples 
of  School  and  other  milks  taken  by  the  Council  and  the  Public 
Health  Department  were,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory*  Three  of  the 
reports  were  had,  hut  a  further  chock  sample  taken  shortly  after 
showed  considerable  improvement .  There  wore  no  major  cowshed 
improvement*  schemes  during  the  year  hut  a  number  of  minor  repairs 

and  alterations  wore  carried  out. 

/ 

EOUSIBO. 

Bine  statutory  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  were 
served  during  the  year  in  respect  of  properties  which  wore  unfit 
or  unsafe.  The  work  was  carried  out  hut,  owing  to  the  difficulties 
of  materials  and  labour,  in  many  cases  the  completion  of  the  work 
was  considerably  delayed. 

The  Council  commenced  on  a  scheme  to  build  twelve  now 
traditional  houses  at  Yorkley  and  thirteen  prefabricated  bungalows 
at  Bream.  These  are  now  completed  and  occupied.  355  licences  for 
repairs  and  improvements  to  properties  in  West  Doan  wore  issued 
during  the  year  and  much  work  was  done  by  owner /occupiers  without 
licence  to  improve  their  own  homes.  It  is  a  pleasing  sign  that 
so  many  small  cottage  owners  wish  to  improve  the  conditions  and 
amenities  of  their  homes. 


HOUSING-  SURVEY. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  2107  houses  had  been  inspect 


k  u. 


as  follows •- 


1*  Lydbrook  Parish. 

2.  Pillowell  &  Yorkley  Ward. 
3*  Bream  Ward. 

4*  Howland  Parish. 


536 

728 

667 

176 


Tine  allocation  into 

co,  tog 

ories 

for  the 

various 

areas  are:- 

Category. 

Area  1. 

i  2 

7° 

z- 

3 

d 

t° 

4 

i 

1 

l6l 

29  172 

23-6 

213 

31*8 

54 

30*6 

2 

280 

53-2  427 

38-6 

325 

48*9 

83 

47  “2 

3 

42 

8  63 

8*6 

69 

10*3 

19 

10*8 

4 

- 

5 

53 

9*8  66 

9*2 

60 

9*0 

20 

11*4 

536 

728 

s 

667 

176 

The  position  to  date  i 

.s-  : 

28*7 

52*4 

9*4 

9*5 

Category  1  600 

2  1115 

3  193 

5  J31 

2107 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Chore  a: ro  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  West 
Dean  and,  other  than  occasional  visits  to  Lydncy  and  Cindorford  when 
the  Inspectors  of  Lyclney  H  •  D .  C  •  or  -Hast  Doan  H*D.C»  arc  .-way,  the  food 
inspected  is  solely  tinned  food,  with  a  snail  amount  of  stale  fish. 
Hone  of  the  food  condemned  is  wasted  for,  with  ao  large  a  pig  and 
Poultry  population  ,  it  is  easy  to  find  a  ready  use  for  all  unfit 
food,  and  even  unfit  fish  are  nixed  with  pig  swill  find  fed  to  pigs. 


oAHIxASY  IHSPEQTIOIT  OP  Tina  AREA. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage* 

Public  Health  Conplaints  and  Mi sc* 
Housing 

Infectious  Disease 
Hefuse  and  Salvage 
*  t  Pood 

)  Bakehouses 

t  Milk  and  Dairies. 

*  Wat  er 

Camp  Sites  and  Caravans 
Petroleum 

Evacuation  and  Hcquisiticnod  property . 

Pit  Shafts 

Hats 

Schools 

How  Buildings 

Factories  and  Workshops 


140 


314 

123 

49 

142 

7S 

16 

24- 

•85 

63 

42 

36 

199 

33 


3022 


STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (temporary  and  part  time) 

Dr*  3*  W.  Battle  M.H.C.S*  (England)  L.H.C.p.  (London)  (Died  March,  1947) 
Sanitary  Inspectors  (full  timo) 


Y.G. Hudson,  Senior  Sanitary*  Inspector*  Building 
G«  «T »  Watts  A*H»San*I*i  M*S*I»A»,  M*H*I  »P*H»H*, 


Surveyor  etc,  M.H.San*I 

M.S.I.A* 
(Loft  Sep t omh or ,  1 946 ) . 


* 


i 


I  have  the  honour  to  bo, 

Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
lour  obedient  Servant, 

V.  G.  HUD SOU . 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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